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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

In compliance with Applicant's duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. § 1.56 and in 
conformance with 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97-1.98, Applicant hereby submits the following references for 
consideration by the Examiner. Copies of the references are enclosed along with a completed 
copy of Form PTO-1449. 



I. DISCLOSURE 

A. U.S. Patents 

Patent No. Inventor Issue Date 

5,252,825 Imaietal. 10/12/93 

6,452, 1 59 B2 Holzapfel et al. 09/1 7/02 

B. Foreign Patents 

Reference No. Country Pub. Date 

41 23 722 Al Germany 01/23/92 

1 111 345 A2 EP 06/27/01 

II. DISCUSSION 

A. German Reference No. 41 23 722 

The pertinence of the '722 reference is discussed in paragraphs 0007-0009 and 0031 of 
the present application. Based solely on the drawings and the attached English-language 
Abstract, the '722 reference appears to disclose a single-track absolute value pattern being fitted 
on a code plate with two incremental patterns. It is believed that U.S. Patent No. 5,252,825 
correspond to the '722 reference. 

B. European Reference No. 1111 345 

The pertinence of the '345 reference is discussed in paragraph 0009 of the present 
application. Based solely on the drawings and the attached English-language Abstract, the '345 
reference appears to disclose a rule with a trace having two different division periods. An 
absolute trace is arranged next to the incremental trace. It is believed that U.S. Patent No. 
6,452,159 correspond to the '345 reference. 



2 



III. CONCLUSION 

It is believed that none of these references, alone or in combination, disclose or suggest 
the invention claimed. However, Applicant wishes to make it clear that the disclosure of the 
above references is in no way an admission that they qualify as prior art. It is Applicant's desire, 
however, to have these references available in the record for both the Examiner and the public to 
see. Applicant therefore requests that the Examiner review the entire disclosure of each 
reference and make the above-listed references of record. 



BRINKS HOFER 

GILSON & LIONE 
P.O. Box 10395 
Chicago, Illinois 60610 
(312) 321-4200 

Dated: November 5, 2003 



Respectfully submitted, 



Joan C. Freeman 
Registration No. 34,483 
Attorney for Applicant 
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